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PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION. 



Next to our own national history, it is incumbent 
on American youth to make themselves acquainted 
with that of the country from which we derive our 
political existence, and the most valuable of our cus- 
toms and institutions. The history of England will 
never cease to be interesting to us. It will never be 
other than a valuable and important branch of instruc- 
tion in our schools. 

Among all the histories of that country which have 
been written, none has been so long and so deservedly 
popular as that of Dr. Goldsmith. Whether this be owing 
to its attractive and perfectly intelligible style, or to the 
vivid impression which his simple and clear narrative 
of the facts never fails to leave, it is not now important 
to enquire. The fact of its established classical charac- 
ter, is sufficient to justify the publisher in selecting the 
most approved edition of this work, to be revised and 
adapted to the use of schools in our own country. 

The mass of illustrative matter, consisting of notes, 
tables, engravings, &e., which the reader will find in 
the present edition, may be regarded as adding greatly 
to its value ; and the complete and careful series of ques- 
tions appended to each section will claim the especial 
notice of teachers. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



Brief Sketch of the Saxon Idols from, which the Bays of the 
Week received their names. 



The idols which our Saxon ancestors worshipped were various; but 
those which are delineated in the Frontispiece, and from which the days 
of the week derive their names, were the principal objects of their 
adoration. 

The Idol of the SUN. 

This idol, which represented the glorious luminary of the day, was the 
Chief object of their adoration. It is described like the bust of a man, 
•et upon a pillar ; holding, with outstretched arms, a burning wheel be- 
fore his breast. The first day of the week was especially dedicated to its 
adoration, which they termed the Sun’s daeg; hence is derived the word 
Buhday. 

The Idol of the MOON. 

The next was the Idol of the Moon, which they worshipped on the 
second day of the week, called by them Mom’s daeg ; and since by us, 
Monday, 

The form of this Idol is intended to represent a woman, habited in a 
short coat and a hood, with two long ears. The moon which she holds 
in her hand designates the quality. 

The Idol of TUISCO. 

Tuisco was at first deified as the father and ruler of the Teutonic 
race, but in course of time he was worshipped as the son of the earth. 
From him came the Saxon words Tuisco’sdaeg, which we call Tuesday. 

He is represented standing on a pedestal, as an old venerable sage, 
clothed with the skin of an animal, and holding a sceptre in the right 
baud. 

The Idol WODEN, or ODIN. 

Woden, or ODira ¥/as the supreme divinity of the Northern nations. 
This hero is suppowfl to have emigrated from the East, but from what 
country, or at what time, is not known. His exploits form the greatest 
part of the mythological creed of the N orthern nations, and his achiev- 
ments are magnified beyond all credibility. The name ot the fourth 
day of the week, called by the Saxons Woden’s daeg, and by us Wee* 
nesday, is derived from this personage. 

Woden is represented in a bold and martial attitude, clad in armour, 
with a broad sword uplifted in his right hand. 

The Idol THOR. 

Thor, the eldest and bravest of the sons of Woden and Friga, was, 
after bis parents, considered as the greatest god among the Saxons and 
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Danes. To him the fifth day of the week, called by them 'Ihor’ a daeg, 
and by us Thursday, was consecrated. 

Thor is represented as sitting on a throne, with a crown of gold on his 
head, adorned with a circle in front, wherein were set twelve bright- 
burnished gold stars, and with a regal sceptre in his right hand. 

The Idol FRIG A, or FREA. 

Frtga, or Frea, was the wife of Woden or Odin; and, next to him, 
the most revered divinity among the heathen Saxons, Danes, and other 
Northern nations. In the most ancient times, Friga, or Frea, was the 
tame with the goddess Hertha or Earth. To her the sixth day of the 
week was consecrated, which by the Saxons was written Friya’s daeg, 
corresponding with our Friday. 

Friga is represented with a drawn sword in her right hand, and a bow 
in her left. 

The Idol SEATER. 

The Idol Seater is represented on a pedestal, whereon is plaoed a 
perch, on the sharp-prickled back of which he stood. His head was 
uncovered and his visage lean. In his left hand he held up a wheel, and 
in his right was a pail of water, wherein were flowers and fruits; and 
his dress consisted of a long coat, girded with linen. 

The appellation given to the day of his celebration is still retained. 
The Saxons named it Seater’ s daeg, which we call Saturday. 



It will be seen in our explanation of the Mythological plate, that the 
names of the days of the week owe their origin to the names given by the 
Saxons to their chief idols. We shall here observe, thatthe nameswhich 
they gave to the months were singularly descriptive of the seasons, and, 
therefore, we subjoin them: remarking, by the way, that the names of 
the months adopted by the French during the Revolution, though more 
elegant, were not more appropriate than those of the Saxons, whose 
ideas they appear to have borrowed. — Their first month was styled 



Midwinter Monath December. 

Aefter Tula (or after Christmas) Jahuary. 

Sol Monath (From the returning sun) February. 

Rethe Monath. . . .(Rugged Month) March. 

Easter Monath. . . [ ( Fr0 “ a Saxon goddess, whose name 1 

( we still preserve) j aprh.. 

Trimilchi (From cows being milked thrice a day).. .May. 

Sere Monath (Dry Month) Jure. 

Mad Monath (The meads being then in bloom) .'. .July. 

Weod Monath . . . .(From the luxuriance of weeds) August. 

Ecefast Monath . .(Harvest Month) September 

Winter Fyllish... { l Fr , om winter approaching with the) 

v ( full moon of that month). .7 \ October. 

Blot Monath ( (From the blood of cattle slain that 1 

( month and stored for winter provision) ) November. 




